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Mr MESSENGER (Burnett—NPA) (4.54 pm): The Disability Services Bill 2005 gives me an

opportunity on behalf of my electorate to discuss the very important and serious matter of disabilities. I
would like to congratulate the disability services minister, Warren Pitt, for the hardworking and courageous
example that he has set for members on both sides of this House. Some members of the Labor Party
would do well to model their behaviour on the minister, as they would on our shadow minister, Mr Kev
Lingard, who is also a true gentleman. 

This place is fortunate to have both a shadow minister and a minister who have
reputations, amongst those on all sides of politics, as being men of intellect, having high morals and having
a heart. These qualifications are essential when it comes to effectively managing and understanding the
area of disability services. I do not know what it is like to live with a disability, but I am about to find out from
the backbenchers that many of them probably jokingly suggest that I have a disability. 

By God’s grace I do not know firsthand what it is like to live with a mental or physical disability. By
God’s grace I do not know firsthand what it is like to have to care for a disabled family member—a wife,
son, daughter, parent or friend. I pay tribute to the hundreds of thousands of Queenslanders who daily,
quietly, unassumingly, willingly and with unconditional love accept what many people would think of as a
burden. These very brave Queenslanders, these heroes in many ways, treat this as a gift. It is those very
precious people, the disabled and their carers, whose care and protection we—the politicians, legislators
and community leaders—are entrusted with. It is a duty and a privilege that I take very seriously. It is a duty
and privilege which has challenged me many times to examine my beliefs and inner soul. It is a duty and
privilege which has confronted me with many of my weaknesses and prejudices and left me counting my
blessings. 

I had a recent experience where I spent some time with a constituent, a young lady. She is a very
brave, courageous single mum who is caring for her baby son who is disabled. The young lady is
struggling to cope. Her baby is living with multiple disabilities. Her two-year-old son Daniel is suffering from
a number of illnesses such as spasticia, quadriplegia, cerebral palsy, epilepsy and vision impairment. He is
fed through a peg in the stomach. Sadly she told me that her son Daniel is not expected to survive much
past the age of six and she wants to spend as much quality time with him as possible. 

When Daniel was born, unfortunately his dad left, all the friends disappeared and this lady’s mum
does not really want to get close because she cannot cope with the fact that Daniel will soon die. Like
many other parents of children with severe disabilities, she believes that there are not enough services and
funding available to provide assistance and she is desperately attempting to seek respite care and a
number of items that will make living easier, such as a shower chair with wheels, an electrical bed to fully
support her child and a specialised car seat. Her independence is very important to her. Travelling around
in a car is quite dangerous for Daniel because of his disabilities; the slightest big bump could cause his
neck to snap and break the spinal cord. I have made representations to the minister regarding this matter,
who I hope will consider her plight and assist her. I look forward to the minister’s favourable response in
this matter. 
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During our discussion recently the mother handed me a letter, which I believe is a standard letter
many parents send to the minister and their local members, which highlights the significant problem of
underfunding of disability services for children in Queensland. As a result, a significant number of children
are not receiving the services and support they need. The letter reads—
As a Queensland parent of a child with a disability, I struggle daily to access services for my child who is unable to access the full
range of services that they require. 
I am advised that many providers of service to children with disability are struggling with increasing demand for services, and
increased costs of service provision and historic underfunding. 
There are many vital programs for children with disabilities that do not operate in Queensland due to this lack of funding.
The letter states further—
The Australian Bureau of Statistics conservatively indicates that there are 64,000 Queensland children aged 0-14 years with
disabilities who require specialist services. 
52% of these children have a severe or profound activity restriction. 
In 2003-04, only 3,978 ALD children aged 0-14 with a disability received services funded by Disability Services QLD. This
represented only 6.2% of QLD children with disabilities. 

However, the letter points out that the ABS data does not include children with mild disabilities in the
zero to five and the 15 to 18 years categories, meaning that the percentage of Queensland children
receiving services is much lower. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Messenger, adjourned. 
File name: mess2006_03_09_45.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Disability Services Bill
	Mr MESSENGER (Burnett-NPA) (4.54 pm): The Disability Services Bill 2005 gives me an opportunity on behalf of my electorate to di...
	This place is fortunate to have both a shadow minister and a minister who have reputations, amongst those on all sides of politi...
	By God’s grace I do not know firsthand what it is like to live with a mental or physical disability. By God’s grace I do not kno...
	I had a recent experience where I spent some time with a constituent, a young lady. She is a very brave, courageous single mum w...
	When Daniel was born, unfortunately his dad left, all the friends disappeared and this lady’s mum does not really want to get cl...
	During our discussion recently the mother handed me a letter, which I believe is a standard letter many parents send to the mini...
	As a Queensland parent of a child with a disability, I struggle daily to access services for my child who is unable to access the full range of services that they require.
	I am advised that many providers of service to children with disability are struggling with increasing demand for services, and increased costs of service provision and historic underfunding.
	There are many vital programs for children with disabilities that do not operate in Queensland due to this lack of funding.
	The Australian Bureau of Statistics conservatively indicates that there are 64,000 Queensland children aged 0-14 years with disabilities who require specialist services.
	52% of these children have a severe or profound activity restriction.
	In 2003-04, only 3,978 ALD children aged 0-14 with a disability received services funded by Disability Services QLD. This represented only 6.2% of QLD children with disabilities.

	However, the letter points out that the ABS data does not include children with mild disabilities in the zero to five and the 15 to 18 years categories, meaning that the percentage of Queensland children receiving services is much lower.
	Debate, on motion of Mr Messenger, adjourned.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


